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THE COUNTESS OF ABERDEEN. 


ELEVEN years have gone for ever, since John Campbell 
Gordon, seventh Earl of Aberdeen, placed the coronet of a 
Countess on the brow of Ishbel Maria, youngest daughter of 
Dudley Coutts Marjoribanks, 
first Baron Tweedmouth. The 
marriage made but little stir 
in the fashionable world of 
the day. It was fitting in 
every sense of the expression ; 
it gave promise of a future 
of unalloyed bliss, and thus 
there was nothing for gossips 
to gossip about. But it was 
not decided by fate (who, 
often in spite of appearances, 
is ever watchful of the weal 
of the masses), that Lord and 
Lady Aberdeen should remain 
hidden away from the critical 
eyes of the world in the happi- 
ness of a perfect union, and so, 
before long, society began to 
talk of him as a future power 
in Liberal politics, and of her 
as a leader of women. 
Gradually then they came 
forward into the struggle 
between right and wrong, and 
in a short time it was clear to 
all who were conccrned in the 
movement of progress and 


reform that the complex 
machinery of constitutional 


government was understood 
by few better than by the young 
Earl and Countess. Probab:y 
it was this fact that, some 
years after, induced Mr. Glad- 
stone to cail them away from 
their countless works of charity 
and philanthropy in both | 
England and Scotland—works | 
of which they were the life 
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the parting Viceroy and his queenly wife were hissed in the 
streets as they made their way to the point of embarkation 
surrounded by a military escort, a force of detectives, and a 
large number of police. ‘They are the last we'll have!” 
chorused the mob; “ Away with Viceroyalty”; ‘“ Down with 
England” ; “Ireland for the Irish.” Such a state of popular 
sentiment could scarcely have 
afforded much t of 
happiness to those whom the 
Prime Minister had fixed upon 
as the next occupants of the 
tarnished throne of Dublin 
Castle. They went where 
there was less than a welcome 
for them, and those who most 
feared that their hearts might 
yield to the charms of a digni- 
fied Earl and a gentle Countess 
were they who most emphatic- 
ally protested against being won 
over, Because the new Viceroy 
and his consort stepped on to 
Irish soil holding their little 
bairns by the hand, the anger 
of the people rose up and de- 
clared that their children would 
be “no protection to them— 
such tactics would not do!” 
And yet within two days the 
citizens of Dublin were 
staggered in their opinion 
of Viceroyalty. Could it be 
trusted? Could it be courage- 
ous? Could it be guided by 
noble principles? For Lordand 
Lady Aberdeen had actually 
driven out amongst the people 
without any armed escort, 
without any display of flashing 
swords, or car-loads of “G.” 
men—had driven out like ordi- 
nary visitors towards whom 
hospitable Dublin had extended 
the protection due to guests. 
It was a good beginning, and 
gratitude was the result. By 


and soul—to bear the olive branch of peace to-suffering, | degrees, different little acts of kindness and consideration, 


ill-used Ireland. 
This was early in the year ’86, when the Green Isle was 
throbbing with passion excited by foul injustice, and when 


free from the humiliation of patronage, found their way into 
the affections of the nation, so that only the ignorant were 
surprised to behold Erin presently go forward with “the 


[Prick ONE Penny. 


T0O 

smile and tear in her eye” and lay her heart as an offering 
at the feet of the Lord Lieutenant and his wife. Tranquility 
and hope spread in every direction, and while his Excellency 
was absorbed in affairs of state, her Excellency was never 
“ wearied in well-doing.” 
as one of themselves, and she drew them close to her with 
the magnetic influence of love; she visited the sick, relieved 
the poor, assisted charitable organisations, encouraged 
education, did everything in her power to revive the down- 


trodden industries of the country, and spared no expense in | 


finishing whatever she undertook to do. There were, 
indeed, a few “Cawstle” frequenters who groaned and 
moaned over the evil days that had come; but the people 
turned their eyes upwards and read trust, affection, and 
sympathy in the face of a Viceroy’s wife who was less a 
Viceroy’s wife than a woman. 
Irishmen and Irishwomen put faith in the sincerity of English 
Liberalism ; for the first time they believed that the strongest 
arguments in favour of Home Rule for Ireland might be 
found in the head and heart of an English peer and peeress. 
Consequently, the day that closed their bright, brief reign of 
justice and liberty was one never to be forgotten in the 
annals of the island. As one man the masses arose in gratitude 
and sorrow to wish “ good-bye” to the honoured Earl and his 
well-loved wife. The streets presented one solid block of 
people whose enthusiastic natures were aglow with loving 
fervour and earnest sadness as they waved their farewells to 
the slow-moving procession which was bearing away from 
them the best friends that Dublin Castle had ever given them. 
Ivy was universally worn in honour of the Gordon clan, and 
the Gordons wore shamrocks in honour of the nationality so 
dear to them. That summer evening tears flowed fast and 
countless hearts were aching in the Green Isle. 

Since then the touching appeal, ‘Come back to Erin, 
mavourneen !” is often spoken in other words by multitudes 
of Irish who are storing up a welcome in the near future: 
they pray for her who was the first to teach them that under 
a foreign sky live many mighty ones who sorrow for their 
sorrows and rejoice in their joys-—-a welcome which an 


Empress-Queen might envy. The year following this won- » 


derful development of a nation’s faith and hope, Lord and 
Lady Aberdeen made an extended tour round the world. 
On their return they found plenty 
of hard work waiting for them 
to do in the field of Gladstonian 
Liberalism, and they have 
ever since been ceaseless and 
indefatigable in their efforts to 
advance the cause which means 
peace and prosperity to Ireland. 
As the leader of all women- 
Liberals who are not Dis- 
sentients, the Countess is 
determined to fight in behalf of 
. the religious and moral _in- 
fluence of her sex in politics, 
and she is resolved to have them 
in the new County Councils. 
If women are properly trained 
before the next general election, 
they should be a tremendous 
power in carrying the day in 
support of the great prin- 
ciple—“ Ireland for the Irish.” 
That is the key-note of her 
ladyship’s most ardent  soul- 
strivings. Her speech at 
the meeting of the Women’s 
Liberal Federation in Bir- 
mingham, a few weeks ago, 
emphasised the fact. Then 
and there, with all the fervour 
of her nature, she advocated 
“Justice, love, sympathy, and 
restitution” towards a country 
which has been misunderstood 
and misruled by England for 
centuries. If further present 
proof were needed of her feelings towards the “Isle of 
Saints and Scholars,” her deep interest in the working of the 
Old Market Place in the Irish Exhibition, and now in the 
Olympian Winter Fair, would supply it. 
On platforms the Countess is forcibly eloquent, logical, and 
convincing ; at home, be it Haddo House, in Aberdeen, Dollis 
Hill, in Kilburn, or Grosvenor Square, in Mayfair, she is 
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wife, mother, friend, and counsellor, in the noblest, most 
womanly sense ; to toilers and sufferers, be they sweaters in 
London or peasant-workers in the Shetland Isles, be they 
ragged children, workhouse inmates, or hospital patients, she 
is a “ ministering angel,” glorified with the beauty of goodness. 


| And though her self-imposed duties are endless, her corres- 


For the first time, then, © 


pondence massive, the claims on her heart, her head, her 
hand, never ending, she always finds time to think of every- 
one with tender care—of her husband, her little daughter, 
and her three little sons most of all, but of herself, never! 
‘* Her silver flow 

Of subtle-paced counsel in distress, 

Right to the heart and brain, though undescried, 

Winning its way with extreme gentleness 

Through all the outworks of suspicion’s pride !” 

Our photo of Lady Aberdeen is a copy of one taken for 

the Political World, by special arrangement with Messrs. 
Fradelle and Young. 


THE COUNTESS OF ABERDEEN AND IRISH COTTAGE 
WORK. 
To the Editor of the Women’s Gazette, 


Sir,—The announcement that the Old Irish Market Place was to 
be kept open at the Winter Exhibition at Olympia has been hailed 
with delight by the cottage workers in all parts of Ireland, and within 
the last few days hundreds of parcels have been received, containing 
beautifully-executed and cheap articles of all kinds, made chiefly in 
cottage homes. Kindly permit me to suggest to your readers that by 
visiting the Market Place, and purchasing some of the cottage work 
for Christmas and new year’s presents, or for charitable distribution, 
they will not only get good value but encourage and materially help 
the industrious Irish peasantry and r gentlewomen who are 
dependent upon the work of their hands for their daily bread, A 
careful selection of Irish work would be returned in exchange for a 
cheque for any amount.—I am, &c., IsHBEL ABERDEEN, President. 


Women’s Art and Industries Section, Winter Exhibition, 
Olympia, Kensington, London, W., 
ecember 8th, 1888. 


"PARLIAMENT. 
[From THE Lap1gs’ GALLERY. ] 
THURSDAY. 


Mr. Gladstone having, on Wednesday, wished the clerks 
of the House a merry Christ- 
mas, had trudged back again to 
Hawarden, and the Opposition 
benches to-day were com- 
manded by Sir William Harcourt 
and Mr. John Morley. The 
proceedings throughout the week 
have been almost uniformly 
dull, and the discredit of the 
Government for the state of 
public business has grown with | 
every passing day. It was to 
emphathise this fact that Mr. 
Labouchere to-night -moved the 
adjournment of the House. 
Sir William Harcourt appro- 
priately reminded Mr. Smith 
that he (Mr. Smith) was guilty 
of sound common sense the 
other day, when he said that 
“if there were several Parlia- 
‘ments the discussion upon the 
Irish estimates might be 
shortened.” On the vote for 
criminal prosecutions in Ire- 
land, Sir William Harcourt 
delivered a fierce onslaught 
against the Government. Mr. 
Balfour replied with much bit- 
terness and little accuracy, as 
was proved on the following 
night, when he had to confess 
that in one important case at 
least he had stated what he 
had since discovered to be 
erroneous, 


FRIDAY. 


Mr. Walter McLaren to-night questioned the Under 
Secretary for India as to the position of women doctors in 
searcta The hon, member asked the Under Secretary for 

ndia— 
Whether his attention had been called to the report of the Surgeon- 
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General to the Government of Bombay, dated June 15, 1887, on 
civil hospitals, in which he spoke in the highest se of "the Kama 
Hospital for Women, under the management of lady doctors—namely, 
Dr. Edith Peechy and Dr. Ellaby ; and further said that Dr. Edith 
Peechy had now, in addition to known high professional attainments, 
the claim to be regarded as successful in hospital administration ; and 
whether in consequence of this report he would take steps to induce 
the Bombay Government to make the appointments of these lady 
doctors permanent, in the same manner and degree as similar 
appointments for male doctors, instead of only for five years, and to 
carry out the recommendation of Lord Cross, sent in a despatch to 
India, that women should be put on the same footing as men in the 
Indian Medical Service, Sir John Gorst said the Secretary of State 
had considered the report, which was of a most satisfactory character ; 
but it had been decided in 1886 that the appointments to hospitals 
should be temporary and revised in five years, and he did not propose 
to_shorten the period of probation. 


Questions were also asked as to the continued imprison- 
ment of Thomas Moroney The Employers’ Liability Bill 
then came up for the consideration of the report of the 
amendment. Mr. Broadhurst warmly protested against the 
Bill being passed in its present shape, and at that late period 
of the session. Mr. Bradlaugh strongly supported the 
Government, and a somewhat heated debate ensued. At 
the close of the division Dr. Tanner somewhat relieved the 
monotony of the proceedings by seating himself upon the 
Conservative side of the House, next to Mr. Chaplin. Several 
Conservative members immediately cried out “Get out.” 
amidst general laughter. Mr. Bartley rose to ask the Speaker 
if the “hon. member for Mid-Cork had any right to come 
and sit here?” The Speaker managed to evade the point, 
when Sir Walter Foster rose and asked if members should 
not sit on the side of the House on which they usually vote. 
This sally at the expense of the Liberal Unionists provoked 
much mirth. Whether Dr. Tanner displayed the best taste 
or not, I will not discuss here ; suffice to say, his offence is 
only occasional, whilst that of the Liberal Unionists, who 
persist, especially upon the front Opposition benches, in. 
elbowing out those who constitute Her Majesty’s Opposi- 
tion—their’s, I say, is an offence which is repeated from 
day to day. 


SATURDAY. 


The House to-day was mainly occupied with the vote for 
the Commissioners of Irish Education. Mr. John O'Connor 
called attention to the grievances of National School teachers, 
a subject of which Government after Government has been 
urged to deal with, but in vain. We can ill afford to taunt 
the Irish with being uneducated, when we have persistently 
denied them educational advantages corresponding to our 
own. 


MonpDayY. 


Notwithstanding the dense fog, an occasional gleam of 
party feeling enlivened the proceedings to-night, and tended 
to make the “bird-cage” more habitable than it would 
otherwise have been. Several important questions had 
been put upon the paper, 

Sir John Gorst, in answer to a question, by Mr. Henry 
Wilson, as to a telegram received on the 7th December by several 
members of the House, to the effect that a European magistrate at 
Patna had ordered a Christian girl to be taken from the charge of 
Miss Abraham, Church Missionary Zenana Mission, said that a girl 
alleged to be under fourteen years of age, left her reputed husband’s 
house in October last. Appliction was made to the magistrate of 
the district under the Criminal Procedure Act, 1882, to restore the girl 
to her mother. The girl’s marriage was subsequently proved, and 
the court made an order for the restoration of the girl to her husband 
and her mother. The Bengal High Court refused to interfere with 
the magistrate’s eedings. The Secretary of State wished him 
to remind the House that the Indian magistrates are bound to 
administer the law as it is; and, secondly, that the Government of 
her Majesty is under the most solemn obligations to respect the 
religious and social customs of the Hindoos. 


Mr. Stanhope, Secretary for War, informed Mr. Joho 
Morley that the Government had already given orders for the 
despatch of more troops to Suakim. The Irish Constabulary 
vote was then taken. Mr. John E. Ellis moved the re- 
duction of the votes by £10,000. Mr. Dillon pointed out— 


| 


Kilrush last May an entirely unprovoked attack by the constabulary 
on a peaceful crowd, whose only offence was that they had lighted a 
tar barrel in the centre of the large market-place, The police struck 
the people right and and left with their clubbed rifles, and the 
excuse given by the officer in command was that “his men had been 
‘booed’” by the crowd, To “boo” was a new offence invented by 
the police of Ireland. An English gentleman, a resident of Oldham, 
whilst standing in the midst of an Irish crowd, was severely batoned 
by a member of the constabulary. He (Mr. Dillon) had received a 
letter from the gentleman giving the whole particulars, which could 
be proved, The writer said the day after he was maltreated his 
shoulders were black and blue, and the local magistrate called upon 
him and apologised for what had happened, saying, “‘ Their excuse is 
that they took you for an Irish member of Parliament.” (Laughter.) 
This illustration showed as well as anything could the spirit in which 
the Irish police acted, a spirit which was encouraged in every way by 
the Irish executive. (Cheers.) 

During the course of his reply, Mr. Balfour was more than 
once called to order by the Chairman. Mr. Shaw Lefevre 
complained of the police espionage to which he was subjected 
when in Ireland, being followed about by a policeman on a 
car, whilst a Government official had been reprimanded 
for having been seen in his company. Subsequently 
Mr. Balfour rose to move the closure. Amidst shouts 
of reprobation from the Parnellites generally, Mr. E. 
Harrington warned the Chief Secretary that he would not be 
able to stifle criticism in this way, and, above loud and angry 
cries of ‘Balfourism,” a voice, supposed to be Mr. 
Labouchere’s, was heard to exclaim, ‘“ We'll give you an extra 
week for this.” While preparations were being made for a 
division Dr. Tanner desired to address the Chair, and being 


- privately advised that he must be covered, he seized Mr. 


Labouchere’s hat from the head of that astonished gentleman 
and transferred it to his own, to the intense amusement of 
all spectators. Then, seated as well as covered, the doctor 
accused the Chief Secretary of making a cowardly attack on 
him, whereupon Mr. F. S. Powell was impelled to spring to his 
feet, regardless of the formalities with which Dr. Tanner had 
so scrupulously complied. Ie was rescued from difficulty 
by a friendly hand, which pulled him back into his seat by 
the coat-tails before he could say more than “Mr. Chairman.” 
The division on the closure led up to one on the amendment, 
and tbe series was finished by a third on another closure 
motion suddenly sprung on the Committee by Mr. Balfour, 
with the effect of securing one vote before midnight. 


TUESDAY. 


The most important feature of to-night’s sitting was the 
following motion which stood in the name of Mr. Gladstone, 
and which was proposed by Mr. Childers and agreed to: 
“ Address for return of the number of suits instituted year 
by year from the date of the establishment of the Court for 
Divorce and Matrimonial Causes, first in that court and 
subsequently in the Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty Divi- 
sion of the High Court of Justice (a) for judicial separation, 
(2) for divorce. Such return to distinguish between suits by 
husbands and suils by wives, and to state in how many cases 
the suit was successful, in how many cases it was dismissed, 
and how many suits never came to a hearing ; to state also 
in how many cases the Queen’s Proctor intervened or showed 
cause, and the results of such intervention or showing cause.” 
The House subsequently resumed the discussion upon the 
Scotch votes. 

Auother Tanner incident arose after the hon. member for 
Mid-Cork had handed to Mr. Balfour the splinter of a police- 
man’s baton, which, he stated, had been broken upon a poor 
old woman. A Tory member having possessed himself of 
the relic, he refused to hand it back to Dr. Tanner until the 
latter had sought the intervention of the Speaker. “ Boys will 
be boys all the world over.” 


WEDNESDAY. 


The House was again occupied with the details of Scotch 
business, members from that part of the country loudly com- 
plaining of the neglect of Scotch interests. ‘“ Why can’t they 
do their own business in Edinburgh?” Home Rule for 
Scotland. 
i, 
———————— oor 

“ The Women’s Suffrage Calendar” has now reached its 
fourth year of publication. It is a very valuable little hand- 
book, and contains a store of information both of interest 
and utility to women. Amongst other features it includes 
lists of public offices held by women, and the names, &c., of 
registered medical women, and women graduates in all parts 


of the world. Price 3d. Publisher, Mr. J. J. Arrowsmith, 
Bristol, 
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DIARY OF THE PARNELL COMMISSION. 


[BY OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENTS. ] 


THURSDAY—TWENTY-SIXTR Day. 


When the curtain rose on Thursday (it is difficult to 
realise sometimes that we are not at a play), and disclosed 
their lordships, Pat Molloy made his first appearance, 
looking as bright, healthy and intelligent as Walsh had 
appeared the reverse. He said £4 was not sufficient to 
bring him to London, and as the subpcena ordering his 
attendance on Friday hai only been served on him that 
same day, he was justified in stopping away. ‘We are the 
judges of the circumstances,” said the President, and 
forthwith committed him “to prison until further orders.” 
With cheerful alacrity Molloy replied ‘“ Very good, sir,” and 
diving into the aperture which is just below Mr. Justice Day, 
disappeared, and the Court decided that he should be the 
first witness called the next day. The next event of 
importance was the production of Michael Burke, who 
“hails” from the borderlands of Mayo and Galway. Sir 
Charles objected to this erratic way of leaping from one 
county to another, and begged that some order might be 
preserved. To this the Attorney-General replied that they 
thought the witness should be examined at once. ‘“ We had 
the same reason yesterday,” said Sir Charles, and sure enough, 
later on, Burke, like his predecessor Walsh, disclaimed any 


plea of hurry on his part, and even said he was “ enjoying © 


himself in London, so far.” Burke is an ugly, thick-set man ; 
he has a receding forehead, clean-shaved upper-lip, and a 
shock of reddish-brown beard and whiskers. He looked at 
the ceiling of the court the whole time, while his hands 
worked nervously buttoning and unbuttoning his coat, 
moving his hat about and generally lolling over the desk. 
He may bz bescribed as the “ qualifying witness,” for it was 
quite imposs:ble to get a plain answer from him, everyone 
being quali ied by ‘As far as I understand ” or “So far as I 
remember,” or he did his utmost to wriggle out of answering 
at all. Here is. a specimen :—Sir Charles Russell : * Who 
first saw you about giving evidence here ?” “ Sir ?” (Laughter.) 
‘* Answer me.” “I don’t understand what you said.” ‘ You 
swear that?” “If I was told over again I might understand 
better.” (Laughter.) ‘Who was it you first saw about 
giving evidence here?” “Who first saw me, you mean?” 
The President: ‘What is your answer?” Witness: “I 
don’t know what the man means.” (Laughter.) And so on. 
He sheltered himself behind the statement “ that he was 
no scholar,” to avoid the necessity of remembering a date, 
an oath, the name of a person, and even the name of this 
_year of grace, 1888. He said that when asked to assist in 
the murder of Lord Mountmorres he had said “he might,” 
but he wished it understood that that did not mean he was 


willing ; he only said it “bzcause he did not like to give the , 


gentleman a bad answer at the time.” He admitted having 
seen Lord Mountmorres twice on the day. of the murder, and 
Mr. Davitt asked him why he did not warn him of his fate. 
He said, “What would I be warning him?” Appealed to 
from the point of view of humanity, he said, “I could not 
leave my work for anything whatever.” As it was elicited in 
cross-examination that he joined a secret society fourteen or 
fifteen years ago, and as he could not swear to having joined 
the Land League hefore Lord Mountmorres’s murder, the 
Nationalists need not fear that even Mr. Michael Burke’s 
evidence has done much damage to their cause. Five more 
gaeaas were produced, and the court adjourned for that 
y. 
FRIDAY.—TWENTY-SEVENTH Day. 


When Hudibras gave it, as the result of much reflection, 
that “he who complies against his will” is not to be looked 
upon as a very useful convert, he showed his knowledge of 
human nature, and Pat Molloy, who, under the escort of two 
sturdy warders of Holloway Gaol, appeared this morning, 
gave another instance of this. He negatived all he was 
supposed to have said in his statement, but admitted that in 
asking for £11, to defray small debts, before coming here, 

_he had not adhered strictly to the truth. He attempted to 
justify himself by saying that the Z¥mes agent in Dublin (Mr. 
Walker) was “trying to get me into a trap, so I thought I 
might as well try to get him into a trap.” When the witness 
left the box no order was made with regard to his release, so 
it may be inferred that, in the gloomy, if mediseval, fortress 
of Holloway, he will have time to reflect on the error of his 
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ways, and to abjure, once and for ever, the delights of 
“ humbugging for the sake of seeing how they were getting 
up things.” The Attorney-General then put in the box Mr. 
Walker, to discredit all the previous witness had said, but 
Sir Charles argued that this evidence was inadmissible, on 
the ground that the Attorney-General was not entitled to call 
a witness to discredit the statement of his own witness. Mr, 
Asquith and Mr. Reid supported the objection, the former 
quoting from Mr. justice Day’s edition of Roscoe's “ Nisi 
Prius,” and the President, after consulting his con/reres, said 
that Mr. Asquith had convinced them that the objection was 
a good one; that even Mr. Walker could only prove the 
bona fides of the production of the witness in the case, but 
that was not one of the issues. What had occurred rendered 
the testimony of Molloy perfectly valueless, with the result 
that the time of the court had been uselessly consumed, but 
his lordship exonerated all concerned (except the witness) 
from blame. Several other witnesses were examined, among 
them Mrs. Bridget Barrett, widow of Thomas Barrett, who 
stated that her husband was shot as he was getting into bed, 
because he had taken grazing land from Mr. Arthur Bingham, 
who was what Mr. Biggar called an “extortioner.” Mrs. 
Barrett unintentionally gave the Land League a character 
for sobriety, which must endear them tu Sir Wilfrid Lawson. 
Mr. Atkinson asked, “ Had he joined the League?” “No, 
said the witness, “he was very fond of whiskey.” (Laughter. ) 
Mr. Atkinson: “That was not a disqualification, surely.” 
(Laughter.) But the widow, who looked the impersonation 
of “the lone lorne widow” in “ David Copperfield,” wiped 
away a furtive tear with a handkerchief which, since her 
appearance in the box, had lost its pristine whiteness, having 
been rolled and un-olled incessantly, and, shaking her head, 
was allowed to leave the court without further questioning. 
Another witness vouched fur having been shot at, on whi 
occasion the damage was sustained by the dreast pocket of his 
coat, he himself remaining uninjured. This again suggests 
to one’s mind that the moonlighters were wretchedly bad 
shots. Only the other day one man swore that. six holes had 
been made in the coat which he was wearing, and yet he was 
unharmed. As an Irishman said in the gallery to-day, 
“‘ Isn’t it a wonderful thing that all these witnesses who are 
here swearing to having been shot at are not dead men, and 
swearing to ‘having been killed entoirely.’” Perhaps the 
Times are reserving one who has been killed to put in the 
box as their trump card ! 


TUESDAY.—TWENTY-EIGHTH Day. 


In an atmosphere of fog, which even the electric-light 
could not penetrate, all those concerned in the inquiry, and 
a large number of persons not directly concerned, assembled 
to-day in Probate Court No, 1. Among the witnesses 
examined during the morning was a “gombeen man” or 
money-lender, who advanced money at the low rate of fifteen 
per cent irterest. In cross-examination, Sir Charles went to 
show that he had been “raided” on by his customers who 
wanted to recover their “I O U’s” This he strongly denied, 
as he did the assertion that he charged thirty per cent interest 
on his advances. Ann Gallagher, a bright-eyed Mayo 
woman, wearing the big black shawl which we are growing 
accustomed to see in the Law Courts, caused some anmuse- 
ment by describing the moonlighters who visited her father’s 
house as “‘ dressed in black clothes, like policemen.” Another 
witness freely testified to the murder of his son by moon- 
lighters. From him Sir Charles obtained an important 
expression of opinion. At the time of the murder he was a 
member of the Land League and continued to beso. He 
had only paid his rent on its being reduced by twenty-five per 
cent, a proceeding to which he had never heard the League 
object ; they, on the contrary, urged the payment of fair rent, 
and had denounced the murder at their meetings. During 
the afternoon Miss Lucy Thompson was called, and gave her 
evidence in a very precise manner. She is evidently a keen 
business woman, and not likely to err on the side of too much 


leniency. Her cross-examination wns proceeding when the 
court rose. 


WEDNESDAY—TWENTY-NINTH Day. 


The witnesses to-day, notwithstanding that they included 
Captain Boycott and Miss Thompson, were not so anaes, 
as during the past three or four sittings. Both judges 
Mr. Parnell’s counsel complained of the tediousness ani 
length of the case, the President remarking that he contem- 

lated the future with alarm, and hoped that years of their 
ives were not to be consumed. 
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IRELAND. 
(FRoM ouR Own CORRESPONDENT.) 
THE most remarkable event in Ireland this week is the 
refusal of Judge Boyd, of the Bankruptcy Court, to release 
Tom Moroney from Kilmainham Prison, where he has, been 
confined for the past twenty-three months. More than two 
years ago the tenants on the O’Grady estate, in the County 
Limerick, ground down by the exactions of that notorious 


MY HUSBAND’S LIFE. 
By Mrs. JoHN MANDEVILLE. 
(All rights reserved.). 
IV. 
In May John went to see his mother (his first visit since his 


spendthrift, adopted, in self-defence, the plan of campaign. 
Moroney was the most prominent tenant and a leading shop- 
keeper in Herbertstown. Though holding some of the best 
land in Ireland, for years’ past the profits of his shop alone 
enabled Tom Moroney to pay hisrack-rent, whilst the remaining 


tenants were obliged to have recourse to banks or gombeen 
men. To “stamp out” the plan of campaign, bankruptcy 
proceedings were taken against Moroney, his effects sold, 
his shop closed, his brave wife and her little ones cast on the 
wayside, and he himself, because he refused to betray his 
fellow-tenants and the plan, cast into prison, where he has 
languished for twenty-three months. Meetings have been 
held in various parts of Ireland protesting against his 
continued imprisonment; the corporation of Dublin and 
every public body in Ireland, have protested; and in reply 
to an application in court this week, his jailer, Judge Boyd, 
said, if he cried pecavi, and divulged the whereabouts of 
the “war-chest,” he would order his release. What a truly 
magnanimous judge! When arrested, Tom Moroney was a 
splendid type of an Irishman: according to recent reports 
he is fast drifting towards idiocy. Can Englishmen and 
Englishwomen imagine, that unless Moroney betrays his 
companions, Judge Boyd can, and will, keep him in prison 
until he is removed to the wards of a lunatic asylum, or until 
death’s more merciful hand releases him ? 
+ & 
* 

Speaking of the plan of campaign, the friends of Mr. T. J. 
Condon, M.P. (and they are legion), Will be glad to hear that 
in compliment to his gallant efforts on behalf of the Kingston 
tenants, the corporation of Clonmel have ‘elected him 
mayor of that ancient borough for 1889. 

+ & 


* 

The Land Commissioners heard a number of appeals, in 
cluding several Kingston tenants, this week, at Mallow. In 
every case the decision of the sub-commissioners at Mitchels- 
town was confirmed, thus vindicating, by the highest 
authority, the adoption of the plan of campaign on the 
Kingston estate. Lady Kingston withdrew several appeals. 

* & 
* 

The National Indemnity Fund is now close on £24,000. 

This is exclusive of the English fund. 


* & 
* 


In the depth of this damp and unwholesome winter, with 
the carols of the angels, proclaiming peace to men and 
will, almost ringing our ears, the myrmidons of Mr. Balfour 


ue.” .No fewer than 200 cavalry and police formed his 
mailnary escort, but not less than 2,000 people accompanied 
him from Newmarket to Mallow. In Cork the entire popu- 
lation, headed _by its patriotic mayor, turned out to receive 
the “ crimi t, as usual, the uniformed bludgeonmen 
were at work, and the mayor was almost throttled by an 
officious policeman. Mr. Leader will find, to his cost, that 
Father Kennedy’s arrest will not unlock the war chest. Why 
will countrymen persist in closing their eyes to Thierry's 
prophetic words, “ Ever since the hour of invasion, 
this (Irish) race of men have invariably desired that which 
their werors did not desire, detested that which they 
liked, liked that which they detested ? 


marriage), but did not remain long away. He disliked our 
being separated, even for a short time. During the whole 
course of our raarried life, with the single exception of the 
awful two months he was at Tullamore, I never was absent 
for a longer period than a fortnight. John, on his return, told 
me, with great glee, that his mother and Frank, who had not 
seen me since I was a child, were very anxious to know was 
I a tiny woman,—for an old Tipperary workman of ours had 
described me, on his return to Carrick-on-Suir, as being just 
the size of a match-box. ‘So I said to my mother,” continued 
my husband, “that your head reaches up to my shoulder, 

and that I always like anything that is weak and dependent 

on me,” which was indeed true. During June and July we 

were too occupied with our farm to leave Clonkilla, but in 

August John took me for my first visit to his mother’s house, 

Ballydine. We drove the whole way, thirty-two Irish miles, 

breaking the journey in Clonmel, for a few hours, to show 

me anything of interest. I never saw anything more lovely 

than the drive from Clonmel to Carrick. On one side was 

the silvery Suir, and the beautifully-wooded mountains, on the 

other a vast plain of the richest land in Ireland, stretching 

away to the foot of Slievenamon mountain. John pointed it 

out with pride, and said Cromwell was right when he told his 

followers it was a country worth fighting for. He also called 

my attention to the fact that the Anglo-Norman barons, from 

Waterford to Clonmel, had built their castles, along the banks 

of the Suir, so close together that news of any invasion 

would at once be communicated. For instance, below Bally- 

dine Castle is Duffhill Castle, and above it is Boula Kerry 

Castle,* the latter so called, because, on the castle being 

taken by Cromwell’s soldiers, there were a number of Kerry- 

men amongst the besieged. who, fighting with desparate 

bravery, kept the English at bay for a long time, until, over- 

powered by overwhelming numbers, they were all put to the 

sword, and their dead bodies thrown from the top of the 

castle into a deep hole in the river Suir, which flows at its 

base. We had a very pleasant time at Ballydine. John’s 

devotion towards his mother, his attention to her 

wish, was very I once heard him say there were only 

two people in the world that he ever willingly waited upon, 

his mother and his wife, and for them he could never 

Mrs. Mandeville showed me what she 


father was dying he desired her to send it to her brother 

John’s wife, if he should ever marry. J 

remarked it ought to be his, as the one of her sons 
ch 


inscription, “Hic jacet corpus dominus 
ville,” and the date was 1400. ¢ 
struck me, “To Mary, the wife of James Mandeville, of 
Ballydine, daughter of Colonel and Lady Mary Butler, of 
Kilceh Castle: Speaking of it that evening to my brother- 


then returned home. Nothing of interest occurred until the 
autumn, when ree ve id his first visit to carcennciseirs 
and inaugurated Land in our neighbourh 
ohn attended the i week was an immense one, but 
was not introduced to Mr. Davitt, nor did he, as I have 


already remarked, join the League. 
*The translation of Boula-Kerry in English is “ The Kerryman’s Hole.” 


eville, he showed me some cusions old - 
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TO OUR READERS. 


We are. glad to be able to announce that arrangements have 
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now been made with Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son for the | 


sale of the Women's Gazette at the bookstalls of the 
principal railway stations. 


_We most earnestly request the cordial co-operation of our 
friends in promoting the success of the Women’s Gazette by— 
(1) Sending a complaint direct to us, with particulars, as 
to where any difficulty is found in procuring the 
Gasette, 
(2) By getting their own newsagent to introduce it to his 
general customers. 
(3). By recommending it to their friends. 
We want one thousand direct subscribers, at 6/6 each per 
annum ; and a circulation through the booksellers of 20,000 


copies weekly. Will our friends help us to achieve these 
results? 


THE 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1888. 


ne ne a ee te 


Lorp Sa.ispury’s speech on Women’s Suffrage, and his 
unfortunate jibe at “black men,” still hold the field In 
connection with the former it is not un-interesting to turn on 
the one hand to the further replies to our inquiries of 
political leaders, and on the other to the report of the 
meeting of the Central Committee of the National Society 
for. Women’s Suffrage,.which we publish in our present issue. 
“Splits” in any movement are on many grounds to bel 
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regretted, but to cut off a limb to save a life, is oftentimes 
an economical process. In the present instance, however, it 
is the limb which has deliberately placed itself athwart the 
wheels of the machinery of progress. It is unfortunate that 
the composition of the Opposition to the new rules was almost 
entirely of a political complexion, opposed to the party of 
progress. There were, it is true, one or two honourable and 
worthy exceptions. We cannot, however, congratulate the 
Opposition upon the advantages of the championship of Mr. 
T. W. Russell. The hon. member’s name: recalls the 
memory cf so many lost battles, that we are unable to affect 
surprise at the result of Wednesday’s division; moreover, 
his excessive zeal for the cause of Women’s Suffrage does 
not appear to have asserted itself in such a marked degree 
in the earlier stages ofhis career. Nor can we suppose that 
the provincial societies will be so foolish as to adopt the 
policy of Miss Becker, and. tenant the “little garden walled 
around "—that garden of Eden into which the Manchester 
hon. sec. invites them to follow her. Their action cannot 
affect the ultimate issue either one way or the other, but it is 
a matter for regret that some of the earliest friends of the 
movement, who have borne the heat and burden of the day, 
should lay down their arms when in sight of victory. 

The adoption of the new rules will lay the foundation for 
a Society, powerful, dignified, representative, and in the 
truest sense of the word National. We doubt not that many 
individual Women’s Liberal Associations, with other bodies — 
social and political—will at once make application for 
affiliation. In this they will, of course, exercise local option. 

The tone of Mrs. Fawcett’s remarks seemed to imply that 
she had an earnest expectation of receiving enfranchisement 
. A careful study 
of these pages—both of our last and of the present issue— 


at the hands of the present Government. 


giving some of the replies from Lord Salisbury’s colleagues 
and supporters, would have prevented Mrs. Fawcett from 
committing herself to that belief. Judged not only by the 
replies receive J, but even more by those who have thought 
it expedient not to reply, the members of the present Govern- 
ment, upon the question of the enfranchisement of women, 
are hopelessly and helplessly divided amongst themselves. 
We much prefer the straightforward, honest opposition of Lord 
Rosebery to the timii and faltering accents of Mr. Ritchie, 
who having conferred upon women the right to vote for 
County Councils, hesitates to express an opinion upon the 
extension to them of the Parliamentary suffrage. If Lord 
Salisbury’s Government had been in any other than a 
“wobbling” condition it would not have been difficult to 
have found the necessary time to have passed a Bill this 
Session. Strange that his lordship’s enthusiasm for the 
movement is pent up until the Session has dragged its weary 
length toa close. Although we should have preferred to 
have seen this question handled by a Liberal Government, it 
becomes more and more evident that the extension of the 
suffrage for women will be effected upon non-party lines. In 
the attainment of this end, no more important step has been 
taken than the adoption of the new rules by the National 
Society, which will bring nearer the triumph of the cause, 
and render it both final and complete. 
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THE AIMS AND OWNERSHIP OF 
THE “WOMEN’S GAZETTE.” 


IN our issue of the 1st inst. we complained that there had 
been at work those who “slandered with their tongues— 
imputing to us aims and objects with which we had neither 
the remotest sympathy nor connection.” 

We had hoped that this disclaimer would have sufficed to 
put a stop to the false rumours respecting the policy and the 
aims of the Women’s Gazette. We regret, however, to find 
that such has not been the case, for it appears that the 
rumours referred to have been exaggerated until they have 
gone so far as to assume the form of the following letter, 
addressed to us by the secretary of a Women’s Liberal 
Association, who writes :— 

“I was sorry, yesterday, to learn from a letter sent me 
that Sir Charles Dilke is said to be the proprietor or owner 
of the Women’s Gazette. If this is the case, I for one should 
wish to discontinue taking the paper, and I should be greatly 
relieved to hear from you the assurance that the statement is 
untrue.” 

Another lady correspondent wrote to a friend that she 
“thought it ought to be known that the late member for 
Chelsea was the owner of the Women’s Gazette.” 

We “think it ought to be known” that there is not the 
slightest shred of truth in any one of the statements referred 
to, either as to the aims or as to the ownership of the 
Women's Gazette. We are utterly at a loss to know how 
such statements could have arisen, and must express our 
surprise and indignation that those who should know better 
have not scrupled to give currency to such statements, 
without first taking ‘the trouble to inquire as to the truth 
of them. i 

We beg to call attention to the following letter which has 
this week been addressed to a lady by the solicitors to the 
Women's Gazetle :— 

‘6 Manchester, Dec. 11th, 1888. 

“ Dear Madam,—We have been consulted by the Editor 
of the Women's Gazette as to certain misstatements which 
have been made and circulated by you to the effect that the 
Women’s Gazette is the property of Sir Charles Dilke. 

‘‘ The statements made are circulated to injure the sale of 
our client’s paper, and cause him considerable damage; and 
we. have to. inform you that they are wholly untrue, and to 
request you to abstain from repeating them and from 
making any other statements or circulating any reports of a 
similar nature concerning our client’s paper. 

“Should you not comply with this request, our client 
will have no alternative but to commence legal proceedings 


inst —Yours trul . 
la % (Signed) Nezvuam & Co. 
Solicitors.” 
We trust it will not be necessary for us to refer to this 
subject again. 


————————_--— —- - —- - 


Amonc the further replies to the queries published in our 
last issue, we have received the following :— 

The Rt. Hon. the Earl of Rosebery writes :— 

“ Dalmeny Park, Edinburgh, Der, 7th, 1888. 

“Sir—In reply to your question, I am bound to say 
frankly, and with regret, that I do not see my way to promoting | 
the extension of the suffrage to women—I am, yours | 
respectfully, ‘ ROSEBERY. 
“To the Editor of Zhe [Vomen’s Gazette.” 


The Lord Chancellor writes :— 
* House of Lords, S.W., Dec. roth, 1888. | 

“ Sir,—In answer to your letter of the 7th instant, I am 
desired by Lord Halsbury to say that he has for long been 
in favour of the extension of the Parliamentary suffrage to | 
women.—I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

“ HERBERT J. HOPE. 
“To the Editor of Zhe Women’s Gasette.” 


Hon. C. T. Ritchie, M.P., writes :-— 
ais * Local Caremenens Board, Whitehall, S.W., 
Dec. 7th, 1888. 

“Sir,—I am desired by Mr. Ritchie to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 4th inst., ye to ay peti he 
not disposed to express any opinion on the subject referred | 
to.— Yours faithfully, “G.W.C. Lover, | 

“To the Editor of Ze Women’s Gasette.” 
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_ The course of lectures on “English and Irish Land” 
arranged by the Women’s Liberal Federation, the syllabus of 
which we print in another column, is being given in three 
London constituencies, North Islington, Chelsea, and 
‘Deptford. In all cases men have been admitted, but only a 
few have attended, the large majority of students being 
members of the local Women’s Liberal Association. The 
intention of the executive committee with regard to making 
these lectures really educational and not amusing has so far 
been strictly carried out, and several of the students have 
taken notes and answered the questions set at the close of 
each lecture. In the three places where the experiment is 
being tried, the lectures are given at eight o'clock in the 
evening. It would be interesting to see the effect of 
arranging one of the other courses in the afternoon, as many 
ladies cannot leave the home-circle in the evening, and many 
more do not care to go out after dark, especially in the winter. 
Some of the subjects seem suitable for a middle-class 
audience, and for them three or four o’clock in the afternoon 
would certainly be more convenient. 
o** 

The canvassing for the bye-elections, both at Maidstone 
and at Colchester, has been in full swing. The astuteness 
of the Tories, in hurrying on the contest at Maidstone, has 
undoubtly shortened the time at the disposal of Liberal 
organisers. It is a matter for great regret that in neither 
place has a Women’s Liberal Association been as yet 
formed, although ladies’ [committees have been actively 
engaged in both the contests now under notice. Liberal 
candidates would do well to foster the growth of Women’s 

iberal Associations in their constituencies before an election 
comes upon them. 

as 

An important meeting is to be held on Saturday afternoon, 
the 15th inst., at St. James’s Hall, to further the movement 
for the return of women as county councillors. Lady 
Sandhurst and others are announced to speak. An appeal 
for funds in support of the movement has been signed by 
the Countess of Aberdeen (president), and the hon. secs., 
Mrs. Mallet and Mrs. A. L. Browne. The hon. treasurer, 
is Mrs. Eva McLaren. We hope the appeal will be liberally 
responded to. 

as 

In connection with this subject, we beg to state that we 
shall be glad to receive from the secretary of every Women’s 
Liberal Association the names of the Liberal candidates for 


, the County Council in their division, with a copy of their 
| lection widceses. 


* 
*@ 


Mr. Gladstone is announced to address an important 
meeting in the East End, on Saturday (to-day), at the Lime- 
house Town Hall. 

#"s 

The Mineteenth Century, for the current month, contains 
an article in which reference is made to “ fruit growing,” 
as a profitable form of employment for women. 


* 
* & 
Recent evidence before the Lords’ Committee, on the 


“sweating system,” has disclosed the existence of grave 
evils in the making of the clothing for the Army and Navy. 


* 

* & 
On Wednesday night Mr. John Morley made a most 
important speech at Clerkenwell, in which he made special 


references to the utilisation of the great London endowments, 
and to the taxation of ground-rents. 


* 
*& & 
Our Donegal correspondent telegraphs that the evictions 


in the Falcarragh district have been postponed until next 


THE BIRMINGHAM OONFERENCE. 
We hope to conclude our reprint of the papers read at 


| the Conference in our next issue. 
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THE BATTLE OF THE NATIONAL SOCIETY 
FOR WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE. 


(By ONE WHO WAS PRESENT.) 


Tue Westminster Palace Hotel, on Wednesday last, presented 
an unusual appearance. As early as half-past two, ladies 
commenced to gather on the steps in knots of two or three, 
and by three o’clock the Conference Hall of the hotel was 
quite full As will have been gathered from our columns 
last week, the occasion was a critical one, the decision 
practically involving either the galvanising into new life, or 
the slow, but not the less sure, decease of the central organisa- 
tion for promoting women’s suffrage. 

The chairman’s table was relieved by a bouquet com- 
posedof violets, narcissus, and maiden-hair. Upon the platform 
I noticed Miss Florence Balgarnie (secretary), Mrs. 
Ormiston Chant, Mr. Woodall, M.P., Mr. C. H. Hopwood, 
Q.C., Mrs. Broadley Reid, Mrs. Eva McLaren, Rev. S. A. 
Steinthal; whilst seated upon the other side of the chairman, 
as if to denote that they were in opposition, there were 
Mrs. Fawcett, Miss Becker, Mis. Ashworth Hallet, Mrs. 
Beddoe, Miss Biggs, and others, To the surprise of every- 
body, that champion of lost causes, Mr. T. W. Russell, M.P., 
seated himself literally at the feet of Miss Becker, an attitude 
of humility all the more becoming to the hon. member, 
because he is so rarely found sitting at anybody’s feet. In 
addition to those named there were also present Baron 
Dimsdale, M.P., Dr. Pankhurst, Professor Adamson, Mrs. 
Costelloe, Miss Cobden, Miss Blackburn, Mr. Herbert 
Jacobs, Mr. Alfred W. Bennett, M.A., Mrs. Bateson, and 
many others. 

Mr. Walter McLaren, M.P., having been unanimously 
voted to the chair, he commenced by stating that he 
intended to observe an attitude of strict impartiality in 
regard to the discussion. 

The notice summoning the meeting having been read, 
letters expressing regret at their unavoidable absence were 
read from Mrs, Frank Morrison, treasurer, Mr. H. J. Wilson. 
M.P., Miss Ashton, Lady Sawyer, Lady Borthwick, Mrs. 
Bryant, D. Sc., Mr. F. Hill; also one from the Dublin 
National Society for Women’s Suffrage, this latter expressing 
disapproval of the proposed new rules. 

Mr. Woodall, M.P., then rose to move the first resolution, 
affirming that the time had come for revising the rules of the 
central committee of the National Society for Women’s Suff- 
rage. He explained that he was only filling the place of 
Mrs Morrison, whose unfortunate absence, which they all 
tegretted, was due to the effects of an accident which she 
had sustained. It was not true that the nw rules would 
“degrade” the branches of the National Society. The 
reason for the change lay in the necessity for focussing the 
work of the different societies. At present a large number 
of members of the central committee made absolutely no 
contributions to the funds, and yet they had the controlling 
voice. Instead of the branches helping the central committee, 
they, the central committee, had helped the branches, and a 
further subvention had gone to support the Women's Suff- 
rage Journal, but which had not recently observed the neutral 
attitude it should have done as the organ of the united 
societies. The new rules would strengthen the movement, 
and bring in the assistance of other bodies who had been 
working in the interests of the suffrage movement. Mr. 
Woodall, who had spoken with a good deal of quiet 
force, was warmly cheered. 

The resolution was seconded by the Rev. S. A. Steinthal, 
M.A., of Manchester, who observed that it was not always 
that local committees represented local feeling. In Man 
chester there had grown up a feeling that the Manchester 
Committee did not represent them. (Cheers and laughter.) 

Mrs. Fawcett then rose to move, as an piacainient 
that it was undesirable, under the present conditions, to 
make any change in the rules. She expressed the hope that 
they would not emulate the example of the French gram- 
marian, who remarked to a con/rére that he hoped he would 
go to an unpleasant place because of his theory of irregular 
verbs. ig She contended that under the new 
scheme the ches would be cut off from the executive 
committee. (“No, no”) She stated that resolutions from 
branches against the new rules had been laid on the table 
at the last committee meeting and not read. 

Mr. Woodall here rose to correct this statement, and 
this constituted the first scene of the day. 

The Chairman ruled that as he did not rise to a point 
of order, Mrs. Fawcett was entitled to proceed. 
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Mrs. Fawcett then referred to Lord Salisbury’s recent 
speech (at the mention of whose name there were some 
hisses). She then proceeded to go into the details of the 
new rules. (A voice, “We are not discussing details.”) 

The Chairman said that some latitude should be allowed 
to the mover of the amendment. I ; 

Mrs. Fawcett proceeded: Mrs. Ashton Dilke had said 
that when the new rules were passed she knew of fifty 
Women’s Liberal Associations who would apply to be 
affiliated. This would be'handing over the society to party 
wire-pullers. : : 

A gentleman, whose name did not transpire, here rose to 
a point of order, and asked if the speaker had any right to 
quote the details, which more properly concerned the next 
resolution embodying the new rules. . 

Mr. T. W. Russell, M.P., also rose to a point of order, 
and asked if this was not practically a discussion on the 
second reading of a bill, and if, therefore, Mrs. Fawcett was 
not in order. : 

Mr. Woodall, M.P., also rose to a point of order, and 
asked if this was not really a discussion on the motion for 
leave to bring in a bill. 

The Chairman ruled that Mrs. Fawcett was going too 
much into details, and shortly afterwards‘she formally moved 
the amendment and resumed her seat. 

Miss Becker rose to second the amendment, and at once 
plunged into details. This brought up Mr. Herbert Jacobs 
“on a point of order,” and things again became “lively.” 

Mr. T. W. Russell again rose to a point of order, but the 
chairman again ruled against him, and called upon Miss 
Becker to confine herself to the point. She complained of 
the attempt to “shut their mouths,” and then pager 
ruled the chairman out of order! The new rules would 
destroy the organisation. (No, certainly not,” said Mr. 
Woodall.) Miss Becker concluded with a threat that if the 
new rules passed the branches would have to find some 
means of uniting among themselves. (‘Oh, oh!”) 

The Chairman then announced that speakers would be 
strictly confined to five minutes each. 

Mrs. Ormiston Chant, referring to the fact that whilst the 
women of Edinburgh sent a delegate to the recent International 
Congress, no delegate was sent from the central committee, 
because it was impossible under the present organisation. 
Amidst cheers, she pleaded for a great and dignified society 
whose influence should be felt all over the world, For 
these reasons she supported the new rules. 


Mrs. Beddoe (Bristol) and Miss H. Blackburn supported 
the amendment.- 

Mr. A. W. Bennett, M.A., speaking as a member of the 
political party to which Mrs, Fawcett belonged, supported 
the new rules. 

Mrs. Bateson pleaded that the present opportunity was a 
tide in the affairs of women. Harmony often degenerated 
into stagnation. She supported the new rules. 

Ashworth Hallett vigorously _ supported the 
amendment. In the course of an animated speech she took 
Mr. Woodall to task. So eloquent did she become that 
even the efforts of the chairman did not suffice to stop her 
at the expiration of her five minutes, and she eventually 
ey her seat amidst much confusion and loud of 
: er |” 

Miss Cobden argued strongly in favour of the new rules. 

Sir Owen Roberts deprecated “swopping horses in the 
middle of the stream.” 

Mr. T. W, Russell, M.P., here performed an unprecedented 
feat, which it would have done Mr. O’Brien good to see. 
The hon. member for South Tyrone actually closured him- 
self, and moved that “the question be then put.” Prepara- 
tions were then made for the division, when 

Mrs. Ashworth Hallett rose to a point of order—to ask 
if “ fagots” were allowed. ; 

The Chairman then named Mr. T. W. Russell, M.P., and 
Mr. Herbert Jacobs, as tellers. 

Amidst considerable excitement, those in favor of the 
amendment rose in their places, and were “told,” the “talc” 
being 63. 

The Chairman then called upon those to rise who were in 
favour of the resolution, when it was at once seen that it had 
been carried by a great majority. 

“ However, welll Ze//,” said crestfallen Mr. Russell. 

It was then*found that there were 94 in favour of the 


resolution—a majority of one-third. The result was 
announced amidst i and a buzz of animated 
conversation. 
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Mr. T. W. Russell here rose to say that, in his belief, a 
most serious step had been taken to the detriment of the 
movement, but he did not intend to resist the progress of the 


resolutions which necessarily followed. This was no doubt 


the best policy from all points of view, but it was amusing 
to hear the hon. member bark at the incoming of the tide 
which he was powerless to stem. 


The drama—was it a farce ?—then reached its climax, 


when Mr. Russell, Miss Becker, Mrs. Fawcett, and some of 


their supporters quitted the room, Miss Becker remarking, 
“Then I suppose we must form our own society.” The 
opposition then left to lay the foundation-stone of “the 
little garden walled around.” 

In the subsequent proceedings in the Conference Hall, it 
was decided that the organisation should be called “ The 
Central National Society for Women’s Suffrage,” that it 
should consist of all persons who signified approval of its 
object and who paid a subscription of any amount, and of 
organisations approved by the Executive Committee, which 
signified adherence to its object and paid an annual affilia- 
tion fee ; that the affairs of the Society should be managed 
by a Central Council, consisting of delegates proportionately 
elected by affilated bodies of all subscribers to the society 
of not less than 10s.; and that the Executive Committee 
should consist of not more than 50 members to be chosen 
from the subscribers and from members of affilated societies. 

On the motion of Mr. C. H. Hopwood, Q.C., seconded 
by Miss Lucy Wilson, it was resolved that the new rules 
should come into force at once, and that the present Execu- 
tive Committee should be charged with the duty of carrying 
them into effect as speedily as ibie. 

A cordial vote of thanks to the chairman closed the 
proceedings. 


HOME RULE UNION. 


On Tuesday, Dec. 4th, the annual meeting of the ladies’ 
branch of the English Home Rule Union was held in the 
Conference room of the National Liberal Club Lady 
Sandhurst presided, and was supported by Mrs. Bryant, 
D.Sc., Mrs. Bateson, Mrs. Broadley-Reid, Miss Monck, Mrs. 
Beesly, Miss Orme, Mrs. Shore-Smith, Mrs. Ridley Prentice, 
Miss M. Sharman Crawford, Lady Stevenson, Mrs. Walter 
Sickert, Mrs. Charles Mallet, Mrs. Holiday, and many other 
well-known workers. Miss Orme, the honorary secretary, 
read the following 


REPORT OF THE LADIES’ COMMITTEE OF THE HOME 
RULE UNION, December, 1888 :— 


In the month of June, 1887, the Executive Committee of the Home 
Rule Union invited several ladies to form themselves into a commit- 
tee to assist in promoting the objects of the Union. In response to 


Provisional Committee, which held frequent meetings at the offices 
of the Union, under the presidency of Mrs. gry D.Sc. On the 
2oth of October, 1887, a working committee of 


ladies was elected by the members of the Provisional 


Com 
ballot: Mrs, Bryant, Mrs, Mrs, Beesly, Mrs. Chapman, Miss 
Cobden, Mrs, telloe, Miss Crawford, Miss Hagemann, Miss 
wrence, Mrs. Lo Miss Mrs. Maitland, Miss Mander, 
Miss Monck, Mrs 


Miss Orme, 
ae 


Since the election of the ladies’ committee ei 


held at the offices of the Union, and on January 26th, 1838, the 

members of the ladies’ council were invited to meet the committee 

to discuss plans for future work. . 
dome 1887 three vacancies occurred on the Executive 


accordingly suggest 
Miss Monck, who were forthwith elected 


ing the necessity for such distribution, and ing, 
urging 7 — o 


- cash statement of the Home Rule Union annually submit 


Rule literature, several ladies, who were willing to serve, were pre- 
cluded from carrying out this very valuable wor: i 

In. the collection of fands to support the ex of the Home 
Rule Union, both in separate subscriptions and by the sale of cou- 
pons, the ladies’ committee has taken an active part. At the same 
time strict economy has been observed in postage and other small 
expenses necessary to the operations of the committee. The receipts 
and expenditure of the ladies’ committee are included in the pen 

to the 
general meeting of the members of the Union. 

Several Women's Liberal Associations have affiliated with the 
Home Rule Union since the formation of the ladies’ committee, and 
it is hoped that a still larger number will do so when the advantages 
of affiliation, both to the Home Rule Union and to the affiliating 
associations, are more fully understood. A leaflet on this subject 
has been issued by tbe ladies’ committee, which will be found useful 
to secretaries and other . 

Several lectures and meetings on the Home Rule question have 
been promoted and by the ladies’ committee in the 
following places among ; Clapham, St. Pancras, South 
Kensington, Hampstead, and Hammersmith. On the occasion of the 
important meeting held'in the Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, in 
November, 1887, when Sir Horace Davy, Q.C., presided, and the 
right of public meeting was considered in relation to the proceedi 
at Woodford, the ladies’ committee took an active e in 
organisation of the meeting. The committee was also privileged to 
assist in arranging the og held last April, at the Criterion 
restaurant, in honour of Mr. T. D. Sullivan, M.P., and other released 

a The ladies’ committee has from time to time 
co ed the current topics of the day in relation to the Home 
Rule — and has resolutions recording its opinions, 
which have been published in the daily papers and forwarded to the 
persons concern 

As a means of enabling many women to help in political work 
who cannot attend meetings at a distance from their homes, district 
centres have been for in the suburbs of London wherever an 
efficient body of workers has been found. The following ladies are 
at present acting as secretaries to local centres: Miss Mallet, 6, 
Pembri Place, for Hyde Park North; Mrs. Cameron, ut ma 
Terrace, High Street, Kensington, for H Park South; Mrs, Rae, 
4, Addison Gardens West, for Hyde Park West. There is also 
an active centre in Hampstead, and several persons in various 
of London have ealertaben: the duty of selling the Home Rule Union 

ournal, and keeping in their houses a stock of Irish Press Agency 
leaflets and other Home Rule literature. 

During the autumn vacation the hon. sec. of your committee and 
other members of the ladies’ branch attended the meeting held at 
hse ig ng the occasion of the freedom of that city being con- 


four resolutions which have been p! in your hand y. 
are believed to embody a simple and effici carrying 
our work, and their ion will be proposed to you in the course of 
to da "Ss 2 
in couctnaion the members of the retiring committee desire to 
i in doing what they could 
2 great cause of 
pod better government * Ireland. hag Bo prec hagson rg nag Rivet 
hearty co-operation of man frien ir earnest hops 
' fe the ladies’ commi' 


Lady Sandhurst, in proposing the adoption of the report, 
gave an earnest address on women’s political work, which 
was listened to with deep interest by a large audience. The 
adoption of the report was seconded by Mrs. Bryant, sup- 
ported by Mr. Morton, and carried unanimously. The 
following rules were submitted to the meeting and adopted :— 


x, That a meeting of the women who are members of the Home 
Rule Union be held in October or November each year—(1.) To 
receive the (2.) To discuss for future work. 

(3-) To elect ladies’ committee for the ensuing year. Such 
meeting to be summoned by notices sent at fourteen 

to all women members whose are 


tee, 
together with names of roposer and seconder (who must be 
comnbers lg Nees Rule {inion), shall be sent to the hon. sec, at 
least seven days before the meeting. 

3. That the committee shall consist of twenty members, and be 
elected by ballot. 

4. That the ladies’ committee shall elect a president and 
honorary secretary at their first meeting after election. 

The following addresses were given on the various 
branches of the work undertaken by the Union: Mrs. 
Walter Sickert and Mrs. Bateson, on the Home Rule Union 
Van. Miss Carr vend & Meee Hoes Alms Bown, 08 eee 
clothing for the evicted tenants; Miss Sharman Crawfi 
on evictions ; Mr. Morton, on the work of the Home Rule 
Union ; Mrs. Mallet, on the isation of local branches. 

The committee was elected by ballot, and the proceedings 
terminated with the usual votes of thanks. 


” 


108 


NORTH ISLINGTON 


On Wednesday evening, December sth, a public meeting was held 
at Hornsey Rise Chapel, Sunnyside Road, under the auspices of the 
North Islington Women’s Liberal Association, in support of the 


DIVISION. 
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male : aan 2 
THE LONDON COUNTY CoUNCIL | BOOKS TO READ AND NOT TO READ. 


“ A World in White, and other Poems.” We once heard 


| of a ship’s crew who, for want of more entertaining literature, 


candidature of Dr. W. E. Grigsby and Mrs, Parkinson for the North | 
Islington Division of the London Connty Council, There was a | 


large attendance, it being estimated that there were nearly four 
hundred persons present, The chair was to have been taken by the 
president of the association, Mrs. Bryant, D.Sc, but, in her unavoid- 
able absence, Lady Sandhurst kindly consented to preside. The 
other ladies on the platform were Mrs, Barbour, Mrs. Bligh Jones 
Mrs. Cooke Smith, Mrs, Molina, Mrs, Seamer, Miss Parkinson, an 
Mrs. W. E. Grigsby. The meeting was specially intended for the 
women householders. The proceedings were enlivened with music 
and recitations, The mme commenced with a pianoforte solo 
by Miss Copland, which was followed by an address by Lad 
andhurst. Lady Sandhurst said she would like to say a few wor 
upon two subjects, and the first was—“ Why women should interest 
themselves in politics ;"” the second— What women should do with 
reference to the County Council elections.” It was quite as 
incumbent upon womem to take an interest in politics as men. 
Women could be of much service in the work of registration in 
ascertaining the removal of lodgers who were frequently changing 
their quarters, This was a work that should be steadily carried on 
throughout the year, and not be left, as was too often the case, until 
five or six weeks before the time for registration, Politics were 
essential for the well-being of the nation, and it behoved women as 
well as men to learn all they could about politics and political 
principles, (Hear, hear.) Lady Sandhurst then spoke about the 
County Council, Women who were ratepayers, and had fulfilled 
certain qualifications, were able to vote as well as men. Lady 
Sandhurst thought that the Local Goverment Bill was a move in the 
right direction, although there were many things in the Bill which 
needed developing. In voting for the County Council, Lady Sand- 
hurst advised the electors to vote only for progressive candidates. 
By that she meant those who would support a sound Liberal 
programme, and she thought that the two candidates before them 
that night had that qualification, (Applause.) Lady Sandhurst 
thought that women ought to be able to stand as candidates for the 
County Council just as well as for the School Board and Board of 
Guardians ; they had been proved useful members of the two last, and 
she did not see why the same should not apply to the County 
Council. In conclusion, Lady Sandhurst hoped that Dr. Grigsby, 
and Mrs, Parkinson would be returned as members of the County 
Council for the North Islington Division. (Applause.) The address 
from the chait was followed by songs from Mrs, Barbour and Mrs. 
Thomas Carpenter, and a recitation by Mrs. Molina, Mrs, Griffiths 
accompanied, Mrs. Cooke Smith and Mrs, Barbour followed with a 
duet. The music and recitations gave evident pleasure to the 
audience, Next came an excellent speech from Mrs. Parkinson, 
which was listened to with great attention. Miss Copland then 
layed Wollenhaupt's “Scherzo Brilliante,” after which Dr, W. E. 
by gave a short address. Dr. Duncan then Piprcees a vote of 
confidence in the two candidates, which was seconded, in the absence 
of the tary of the association (Mrs. Comtesse), in a few brief 
but appropriate words, by Mrs, Bligh Jones, and the resolution was 
wee ait el cieedl anot : oes Mrs. one South, 
rs, W. y pro} a vote o s to Lady Sandhurst 
for her L:tndness fa —— to preside at the meeting, and at the same 
time thanked the ladies of the association who had assisted in making 
the nag, Mg pleasantly with the music they had contributed, 
especially Mrs. Barbour, who had worked most energetically in 
organising the meeting. Mr. E, White seconded the resolution, and 
the proceedings terminated. 


MR. STANSFELD, M.P. ON ‘‘ WOMEN IN POLITICS.” 


SPEAKING at Whitehaven. on Thursday week, the Rt. Hon 
James Stansfeld said :— 


free confession 


THE QUEEN AND THE “‘ BLACK MAN.” 


A Windsor correspondent says the Queen has been in 
excellent health since her arrival at the Castle, and drives 
daily with the Empress Frederick or Princess Beatrice, 
On Friday, November 7th, Her Maj y drove in the 
Park by Old Windsor, attended by an Indian equerry, who 
was attired in his native costume, and rode by. the side of 
the Royal carriage on an Arab horse. Lord Salisbury will 
perhaps make a note of this fact. 


learnt off pages of advertisements by heart. We can imagine 
that this book of poems would be useful to readers with 
such a voracious and not over sensitive appetite. We quote 
the following lines, “On the Planting of the Victoria 


Jubilee Oak” :— 
“ What tokens of a present God 
In all things round we see ; 
An acorn dropped into the sod, 
Becomes a stately tree!” 
We gather that Her Majesty was not present on the intercst- 


ing occasion referred to, for the lines go on to say :— 
‘“‘ Denied the charm—O charm too rare! — 
Her royal smile could yield, 
Reign, fairest of all forest fair, 
And Empress of the Field! ” 


Price, 1s. Publishers, W. Ridgway, 169, Piccadilly, -W. 
* 

“‘ How to Help.” Pen and pencil sketches of the East 
End, by Mrs. Reaney. Mrs. Reaney claims as an authoress 
are so universally recognised that it is not necessary to allude 
to the literary excellencies of this book. We prefer rather to 
speak of the merits of “How to Help” from a practical stand- 
point. Those who are earnestly seeking a remedy for the 
misery and suffering of the masses will find the key to it in 
this book. During Mrs, Reaney’s residence in the East End 
she not only opened a scaside home for the overworked, 
but a night refuge for the underpaid. Not satisfied with 
these measures of temporary relief, she became a shareholder 
in the North Metropolitan Tramways Co., and succeeded in 
doing what no man had ever accomplished, viz., gained a 
hearing for her plea in favour of shorter hours, the abolition 
of fines, longer intervals of rest, and a more humane treat- 
ment of the employes. Ultimately Mrs. Reaney had the 
satisfaction of seeing her policy adopted, not only in 
London, but in many towns elsewhere in the provinces.—- 


NEWS AND NOTES ON THE SUFFRAGE 
QUESTION. 
EDINBURGH NATIONAI. SOCIETY FOR WOMEN’S 
SUFFRAGE. . 
On Thursday, December 6th, the twenty-first annual meeting of this 
society was held in Queen Street Hall. There wasa good attendance, 
the body of the hall being well filled. Among those on the platform 
were Bailie Walcot, Professor and Mrs. Haycraft, the Rev, John 
Baird, Mr. James Bruce, W.S., Mr. Peter Western, ex-Bailie Lewis, 
Mrs, Ormiston Chant, Mrs, Scatcherd, Miss Louisa Stevenson, Miss 
Heriot Maitland, Miss Burton, Miss Mary Hope, Mrs. Pringle, Miss 
Bell, Mrs, Andrew, Mrs, Miller Morison, Miss Simpson, Mrs. John 
Miller, and Miss E. Kirkland. On the motion of Miss Burton, Bailie 
Walcot was called to the chair. Letters of apology were read from 
Lord Provost Boyd, Mr. R. B. Hadane, M.P., Mrs. Ashton Dilke, 
Mr. and Mrs, Duncan McLaren, and Miss Eliza Wigham. In the 
absence of Miss Wigham, on account of a domestic bereavement, the 
report was read by Miss Stevenson. The report said that 
although the right of direct Parliamentary franchise had not 
been secured, they could acknowledge remarkable advancement 
gained by women in political position; and they considered 
this Ween owed its origin and progress to the action of 
the Women’s Suffrage Societies throughout the country. Since the 
movement was started, the change was simply marvellous. They 
could scarcely believe that twenty years ago women—with, of course, 
special exceptions—were not recognised as having any duty beyond 
‘their sphere,” which meant ministering to the comfort of the 
members of the household and caring for the children. These duties 
were most important, for who could measure the influence of a 
well-regulated home? But the qualities which were so valuable 
there were also adapted for other offices, such as caring for the poor 
on parochial boards, attending to the interests of education on school 
boards, ministering to the relief of suffering in hospitals, acquiring 
and practising medical knowledge in order to intelligent treatment of 
the sick, and showing intelligent interest in the community by voting 
in municipal elections. All these points and many others had been 
panes and now they had women forming political leagues, and 
adies of name and influence, such as Mrs, Gladstone and Lady 
Aberdeen—( use)—promoting with eloquence and power the 
election of ladies to take office on the new Local Government County 
Boards—Lady Sandhurst and Miss Jane Cobden having come 
forward to contest the right to sit on this newly-constituted board. 
(Applause.) Thus one step led to another in that path of progress in 
which women were destined to walk. Reference was then made to 
the great Women’s Suffrage Convention held at Washington, United 
States, at the beginning of this year, to which Mrs, Ormiston Chant 
m Scotlaud, and Mrs, Oliver Scatcherd and 


was sent as a delegate 
Mrs. Ashton Dilke as delegates for England, Addresses were then 


delivered by Mrs, Oliver Scatcherd and Mrs. Ormiston Chant. On 
the following day a drawing-room meeting was held, when addresses 
reece y Mrs, Scatcherd, Mrs, Chant, and Mrs. Ashton 
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WOMEN’S LIBERAL FEDERATION. 
THE Committee of the Women’s Liberal Federation have 
arranged for the delivery of the following courses of lectures 
in London and the neighbourhood during the coming 
autumn and winter. Committees of Women’s Liberal 
Associations who undertake to carry out the necessary local 
arrangements, such as hiring rooms, advertising the lectures, 
&c., are requested to notify the course of lectures they 
prefer to the Secretary of the Federation. Lectures can be 


arranged for, on like terms, in districts where no Women’s 
Liberal Associations have been formed, 


FREE TRADE, By Miss Janet Case, 
1—Introductory Account of Free Trade. 

2—History of the Corn Laws, &c. 

3—lIndirect Eftects of Free Trade. 

4—Examples of Free Trade and Protection, 

5—Sugar Bounties, 

6—Answers to Objections, 


HOW NATIONS ARE GOVERNED. By Miss HaGEMANN. 

1—Forms and Functions of Government. 

2—Difference between the Form and the Principle of Government— 
Short sketch of the working of, and change in, the English Con- 
stitution—Reform Bills of 1832, ’67, and '85, 

3—Local Government—Measures of 1888, 

4—Functions and Limits of the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial 
Powers of the State. 

5—Safeguards of Popular Liberty—Influence of Liberty on National 
Character, : ‘ 

6—England an Empire—Government of the English Colonies and 
Dependencies—Ireland—Various modes of organising Federal 
Union—America, Switzerland, Germany. 


IRISH HISTORY. By Miss a 
a ee of Ireland up to the Tudors—Poyning’s 


w. 
2—The Tudors—1494 to Elizabethan Rebellion in the 16th century— 
English Interference with Religion. 
3—Plantation Policy, 1603-1688—English Interference with Land, 
4—1688-1782—English Interference with Commerce—Penal Laws. 
§—1782-1800—Irish Parliament. 
6—1800-1888—Remedial Legislation and Coercion—The Ulster 
Question—Proposed Reforms, 
RADICALISM IN LITERATURE. By Miss Leg. 
1—Milton—His Political Views as illustrated by his Poetry—His 


Political Writings—The “ Areopagitica”—The Influence of his 
Radical Views on his Life. : 

2—Hobbes and his “Leviathan”—James Harrington and his 
“ Oceana.” 

3—John Locke—The treatise on Civil Government—The “ Letters 
on Toleration.” 

4—The Influence of Politics on the Prose Writers of Anne’s Time— 
Swift, De Foe, Addison, Steele. 

5—Mandeville and the Fable of the Bees, 

6—Burke as a Whig and an Advocate of Reform. 
ENGLISH AND IRISH LAND. By Miss Orme, LL.B. 

1—Land Tenure in England and re egg igen We 
Settled Estates—Entails—Primogeniture, &c.—Settled Estates 
Acts in England—Sale of Encumbered Estates in Ireland. 

2—Landlord and Tenant. 

3—Customs of Ulster, Lincolnshire, &c.—Agricultural Holdings 
Acts in England, 1875, 1883—Irish Land Act, 1870. 

4—Irish Land Act of 1881—Judicial Rent—Arrears, 

—Reasons of Difference between England and Ireland, 
6—Proposed Reforms for England and Ireland. 
THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PEOPLE. 
By Miss ARABELLA SHORE, 

1—Definition and Nature of a Constitution, 

2—Historical Account of the Growth of our Constitution, 

3—History of Legislation and the Representative System, 

4—The Executive, the Laws, and the Judicature. 

5—(a) Period from Great Revolution to George III.—(6) From 
George III, to Present Time. 

6—Summary and Application of the Whole to the Present State of 


aes TAXATION. By Miss E, WHITLEY, : 

1—Introduction—Methods of Taxation in Feudal Times, and under 
the Tudors and Stuarts, 

2—Taxation in the 18th Century. 

3—Adam Smith’s Canons. 

4—Imperial and Local Taxation—Income Tax—Poor Rates— 
Education Rates, &c. 

5—Incidents of Taxation. 

6—Proposed Reforms. 

The lecturers will be glad to answer any questions after 
the lecture, and will set questions to the members of the class 
to be answered on paper and corrected. 

Lecturers’ fees for each course, six guineas, if the class 
does not contain more than twenty-five members. If a larger 
number attend, special arrangements can be made with the 
lecturer. 

It is suggested that 5s. will be a suitable fee for each 
member of the class to pay for the course. The first 
lecture should be open to all, and tickets for the course 
taken after it. When the courses have been more definitely 
arranged, fuller syllabuses will be issued by the local committee. 

Further information regarding the lectures can be obtained 
from the Secretary, 73, Queen Anne’s Gate. S.W. 
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| of its influence, not only in the large to 
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en 


was held 
all, The 
chair was occupied by Mr. Alfred Illingworth, M.P., and an address 

y Mr. E, {; C. Morton, secretary of the Home Rule 
1 hase of the Irish Question.” The Chair- 
man, in opening the proceedings, referred to the importance of the 
subject they were met to discuss, He observed that, in spite of the 
assurances of the Government that Ireland should not absorb the 
time of Parliament, even during pp! session, the 
House of Commons had been mainly occupied with t: 


been sent 


q . CAMBRIDGE, 
On Thursday, December 6th, Miss Macdonell, of the 
Women’s Federation, addressed a large meeting of the mem and 


the American people; the unfortunate attempt to thrust Sir Henry 
Queensland ; and the foolish insult launched by Lord 


Macdonell, in the course of a delightful and spirited address, dwelt 
upon the work of the Women’s Federation, She si ise, i 
progress, and its aims ; the method of its work, and the steady increase 

but in remote country 
districts, She referred to the rapid growth of interest in politi 
among women within the last few pears, ane impressed upon her 
audience the vast importance of sound education upon all subjects 
bearing in any way on politics, Miss Macdonell was followed by the 
Rev, T. J. La who is so well known as an ardent worker in 
connection with the Home Rule Union, His address excited t 
enthusiasm, Music was performed between the addresses, an 
interval for refreshments and conversation was given. At the close 
of the meeting the secretary apnounced that the number of members 
of the association was rapidly increasing. 


ue DEPTFORD. 
On Thursday, ~ nr _ a abel ag meeting ~— ry hi 
fs, , Lewisham Road, George Kemp, Esq. 
Miss Hagemann gave an interesting address on the Local 


displayed in large 


spe ptr amid pg rapeseed applause, ee, for electing 


for 
that no y qualification is required, Several members of the 
Deptford Liberal addressed the 
which was well attended, much -interest in the subject being 
by all present. 


HYDE. 
MEETING aT Union Street ScHooLs.—A m under the 
auspices of the local association, was held in the Union Street 


and there was a considerable 


Schools, Hyde, on Thursday evening, 
Afterwards the chair was occu the president, 
by M cand Dowson, 


attendance. 


should look into the matter of County Councils, and see 

there were not subjects of interest to women that would have to be 

dealt with. For instance, among other duties of the County Council 
establishment and maintenance of 

and she maintained that there 


‘out of the Bill, but 
control would be obtained the Coun 
After a a of recitations by Miss Worrall, 
Schofield, Miss Ashton, in introducing the 


songs 
of the evening, 
Mrs, Tomkinson, said that lady was an 


ent Radical, who 
deeply the question of Home Rule. Mrs, Tomkinson 
a she did not think that the Conservatives put the matter in 

to Ireland in a fair and reasonable way. She believed the Irish 
perfectly exalted notions in regard to their demand for Home Rule. 
it was the land question more than anything else which made the 
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Irish wish for Home Rule, and they could not he su if the 
Irish landlords were not so popular as Englishmen. ear, hear.) 
The way in which the Irish people had paid rent on the whole, 
through good times and bad, had been something unusual, They 
only heard of the cases of people fighting against exorbitant rents, 
but where people were satisfied they paid their rent as well as 
possible, il get the whole there had been infinitely less reductions 
in rent in Ireland than in England. Evictions were now proceeding 
at such a rapid rate that an Irish had said that if they continued 
by the time they got Home Rule there would be no homes to rule. 

eartrending scenes were daily occurring in Ireland, and she could 
not wonder that the people grew up with such bitter feelings towards 
the English people, The ony wonder to her was that they should 
look upon the injustice to which they were subjected so leniently. 
The people had bows fighting against bad laws and defending their 
lives and property, and she believed Ireland was a just-minded nation, 
She did not wonder that they wanted Home Rule, and believed that 
if only it was given to them Enghshmen might depend upon it that 
the more Ireland was governed ing to Irish ideas the closer she 
would be bound to English interests. (Applause.) A vote of thanks 
was accorded to the speaker on the motion of Mrs. Dowson, seconded 
by Mrs. A. Sidway, and after the singing of the Liberal Anthem the 
proceedings terminated, 


NEWCASTLE. 


The annual meeting of the Newcastle and Gateshead Women’s 


N tl I presi 
dsiceay y Mrs, Ashton Dilke and Dr. R. S. Watson, There wae 


been ‘42 

of AAT 2d. in hand, (Applause.) 4 President, who was received 
with applause, thought they might, consider the work of the year had 
been fairly satisfactory ; at least it was so seeing the smallness of 


their num but when oF contrasted it with other towns, and 
when they thought of the work which remained to be done, it seemed 
small indeed. The aim of that association was to interest and 


very ° ° ° ry 

influence in the t Liberal principles which they all had at heart, 
With that view tay had reduced the annual subscription. They 
were trying to interest the working women more, and they also wished 
to hold steall meetings in all the wards of the town, There were 
many questions which interested the working women as well as the 
men. e association, if the gentlemen would their help, 
would be glad to offer it in the work of registration. (Cheers.) The 
following officers were re-elected for the ensuing year: President, 
Mrs. Spence Watson, Bensham Grove, Gateshead ; vice-presidents, 
Mrs, Atherley Jones, Lady Alethea Blackett, Mrs. James Craig, Lady 
Edward Grey, Mrs. James B rin! Mrs, J. C. Stephenson, Lady 
e 3 secre 

ee M. Burt, Mrs, Crawford, Mrs, W. G. Davies, Mrs, Dendy, 
Mrs, 


D 
Southern, Miss Wakinshaw, Miss Wheeler, Miss Wilson, Mrs, W. 
M. Young. Mrs, Ashton Dilke, who, it was stated a president, 
the ool Board— 


ie eagle Bees 

f American but tes rance, 

Cameny, Noreay, Saelen: and o countries, of course their 
eat congress at Washington was called to assist women's suffrage, 
ut in doing so Ameri 


— ihe 
speech on the 
twig question. She concluded by thanking the association for 
having—by delegating her to America—enabled her to ketp up the 
connection with her native town, which was one of the things she 
appreciated most in her political life. She thanked them most 
heartily for enabling her to do so. (Loud applause). Miss Moffat 
moved, “That this meeting tenders its heartiest thanks to Mrs. 
Ashton Dilke for her able and interesting address and for her kindly 
coming from London to be t at the annual meeting of the 
Newcastle and Gateshead Women’s Liberal Association.” Dr. R. 
Spence Watson seconded the motion. He said Mrs, Ashton Dilke 
and the president had opened out many questions which addressed 
themselves not specially to women but to men and women alike. It 
seemed to him there never was a time when it was more im t 
that all citizens should feel it their bounden duty to give diligent, 
patient, and intelligent attention to political matters, It was not fair, 
and it was irrational, to leave politics to the few. It did not do to 
sit at home and sneer at those who were doing the work. The 
motion was carried with acclamation, after which Mrs, Dilke returned 
thanks, Mrs, Cameron and Mr. John Havelock respectively 
and seconded a oo a to Mrs, Watson, who 
acknowledged compliments. During the evening a number of 
ges rendered by Mrs, Sargent, Mrs. T. Emley, Mr, 
. W. Gradon, and Mr. Wilson. 


NEWPORT AND SOUTH MONMOUTHSHIRE, 


when Miss Cha; , of Winchester, delivered a lecture ‘omen 
and the Vote.” ‘1he Chairman, Rev. E. Maclean, in introducing the 
lecturer, read a letter from Miss , Tegretting that 


urgent and important duties in connection with the society for 
women’s suffrage compelled her to remain in town, and that Miss 
Chapman had kindly undertaken to fill her place, The Chairman 
stated that he was thoroughly in sympathy with the movement for 
the extension of the Parliamentary suffrage to women, though it was 
a question that was attracting a growing interest, one which would 
soon force itself to the front, He believed that women had justice and 
right on their side, and urged the safety of doing the right thing and 
leave the results to settle themselves, Mr. F. W. Davies then pro. 
poet the following resolution, which was seconded by Mrs, J, T, 

rner; “ That, in the opinion of this meeting, women who pay rates 
and taxes should havethe right of voting for members of Parliament.” 
Miss Chapman, who was warmly received, in supporting the resolu- 
tion said that the growth of Women’s Liberal Association all through 
the country was a proof of the existence of a large number of women 
Liberals, and of the interest they took in political matters, Women 
bear at least one-half of the burden of the world’s work, and are yet 
deprived of saying one word in the interest of the Gevernment which 
they are forced to apport, Bad laws pressed more pearly on 
women than on men, The laws were unequal; they were made by 
men, in the interests of men, The lecturer instanced such examples 
as the laws relating to the ianship of children, to divorce, and 
the laws of inheritance. She touched upon the labour marke 
where women who, for doing the same work as men, got less pai 
than men, The political enfranchisement of women was an act of 
justice that was too long delayed—witholding it was contrary to the 
principles of Liberalism. She said the number of women to be 
enfranchised will be about 900,000, Miss Chapman urged upon 
women the necessity of educating themselves for this privilege, and 
of finding right and wrong out for themselves. The resolution was 
then put to the meeting, and was carried unanimously, A vote of 
thanks, proposed by Mrs, E. Lewis, and seconded by Mrs. E. Hill, 
was given to the lecturer, and the meeting closed with a hearty vote 
of thanks to the chairman, 


PECKHAM. 


The last meeting was held Nov, 30th, when Dr, Sophie Bryant 
delivered her deeply interesting lecture on Ireland, or, as she would 
rather have it called “ The second nation in Ireland.” The lecturer 
was assisted by two large maps of Ireland, showing where the English 

settled, and alluded to the fact that Lord Salisbury supported 

is Coercion Act on this question of “ The second nation in I d,” 
and maintaining they were more English than Irish, and arguing 
thit it was the duty of the English people to stand by their own 
ple, and it was the Tudors who ama ted the two peoples. 
Miss Peppercorn, Poor Law Guardian, tford, moved a vote of 
thanks to the lecturer; Mrs, Seel, hon. sec., seconded it; and Mrs, 
Rowley, and Mr. Aylett supported it. Mrs, Harris, of Brixton, and 
a . Lyon were present, The chair was taken by Miss Lyon, 
president, 


READING. 

A meeting, under the auspices of the Reading Women's Libera, 
Association, was held in the Victoria Hall, on November 2oth. 
The meeting was preceded by a tea, to which a large number of 
ladies sat down, At the meeting Mrs, Stewart presided, and there 
were also present the Misses Hickmotts, Miss Honey, Miss Cole- 
brooke, Mrs. parce and Mrs. Day; the Kev. R. R. Suffield 
Rev. C. Sewart, Mr. Hickmott, Mr. T. Reed, and others, Vocal and 
instrumental music was aby rendered during the evening. Mrs. pare 4 
rend & pepe bearing on the work of the association; after whic 
mee man, Mr. Hickmott, and others briefly addressed the 
meeting. 


STALYBRIDGE AND DUKINFIELD, 


A very successful meeting was held on Thursday evening week 
under the auspices of the above association, to hear a paper by Miss 
Ernestine Wiibbe, of South on the subject, “ Why women desire 
the suffrage,” The chair was by Mrs, Abel ag rg Ashton- 
under-Lyne, and the meeting was addressed by Mrs, Lindley and 
other ladies, The room was crowded. 


SOUTHPORT DIVISION. 


On evga Ma ea last, the roth inst., a largely-attended meeting 
was held in the Temperance Hall, to hear a lecture from Mr. Blakeney 
(editor of the Southport Guardian), on “ Russian Prisons,” Mrs, Wubbe 
presided. Mr, gave a graphic and exhaustive account of 
the reatwiant of Pullen pristoore tac Sonit eeetetio es 

e i prisone welt on int that 
those who ought to be the best cacvaaie of the coat were doomed 
to lead a life of inaction and suffering in distant Siberia for doing 
ese pee ane | words which, in » constitutional countries, 
would only be looked upon as the ordinary duties of citizens, Mr. 
Mills proposed and Mr. Flynt seconded the following resolution, 
which was carried unanimously; “That this meeting, having listened 
with painful interest to the horrors of prison-life under the despotic 
sway of the Russian Government, calls upon the Liberals through- 
out the pose to recognise the fact that the same system is being 
brought painfully near home through the events now going on in 
Ireland, and that the case of Tom Moroney calls for special attention.” 
Mrs. Teschemacher proposed a vote of thanks to the lecturer, which 
was seconded by Miss Cheetham, who, in aneloquent speech, appealed to 
English men and women to rise up against the Coercian Act, A vote 


of thanks to the chair termina the proceedings. 


Forthcoming Meetings in connection with Women's 
Liberal Associations. 


Tuesday, Dec, 18—Whitby: Dr. Kate Mitchell on “Women in 
Public Life.” 
Saturday, Jan, 26,—Stalybridge : Annual Soirée and Meeting. 


December 15, 1088. THE WOMEN’S GAZETTE. II! 
PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, PAMPHLETS, ACTS, Mrs. Reaney’s Magazine 


OFFICIAL PUBLIGATIORS, THE MOTHER'S FRIEND 


AND POLITICAL LITERATURE GENERALLY, CAN BE OBTAINED FROM 
<P, S. KING & SON, MONTHEY-ONE PENNY. 
. The Queen says :—‘ Trusts less to its pictures than to its 


. Parliamentary Booksellers, 
Canada Buildings, King Street, Westminster. readings, which are. designed to convey yaluable lessons 
on social, moral, religious, and other subjects. It is a 


maleuuemmar epee irmpeicrebsh; steer very suitable book for home, and should be widely cir- 
culated among the industrial classes.” 


by 
——<A MONTHLY LIST SENT ON RECEIPT OF ADDRES&S.—— 


CHRISTMAS PRESENTS! 


FOR FOURTEEN DAYS ONLY! 


Upon receipt of Post-office Order for £1, I will send one 
of my celebrated 30s. Corsets, in black or white, in any 


size, to any aliens, paid. Send size of waist, an 
say ‘whether for tall or short lady. 


This is a opportunity for every lady who wishes to 
have a good , perfect ease, and Wall-Atting gowns. 


“ee eens ne eee 
P.0.0 to be made payable at Post-offict, Buckingham Gate, S.W. 
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BH. BILLINGAY-HART, 


14, LOWER GROSVENOR PLACE, 


EATON SQUARE, LONDON, 8.W. 
ROBINSON & OLHAVHER’S 


“ Shure, and it's not an indy Veer blind at 
“You put on a heap of Mrs, Murphy, all; it's one of Patent 
ie tse ee See Sa. ines 2s Tans ene 
SOLD BY ALL IRONMONGERS AND HOUSE FURNISHE RS, 


WHOLESALE ONLY 


J. ROBERTSHAW, “‘ Climax” Works, Rochdale Rd., Manchester. 
_————— 


HANDKERCHIEFS. 
Fer doz, . i 6 & ; 
Childrén’s...1/2 "| Hem-étite 
Ladies’ .«..... 1/4} | Ladies’ ...«..2/114 
Gente’ weecesooe 3/6 . Gente.....2..4/21 


Just Published, Price 1s., by post, 1s, 2d. 


REPORT OF WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 


‘WOMEN'S | WwoRK, 
THE MUSIC HALL BUILDINGS, ABERDEEN, 


ow 
Orn, 10rH, anp 11TH OCTOBER, 1888. 
UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE ABERDEEN LADIES’ UNION. 
D. WYLLIE & SON, BOOKSELLERS, ABERDEEN. 


THE WANT OF THE DAY 
NO MORE SOFT LINEN WHEN STARCHED. 


Used in the Royal Laundries. Should be used in every house. 
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Little girl-Do you use ™ al i 
CALVERT 'S 
CarBo tic Tooth POWDER? 


i 
Faou tas Calsr Lavspazss To H.R.H. THE —_ ae 
ae tried your sftareh Clone, 1 tape, Beret, 2 


To Mr. CattcBLEY. Yours , B. ELDER. | 
The boon ever offered to the Laundress for imparting an ref tae 
Ivory Finis to Starched Linen, Laces, &o. It ee ae to ONCE USED, ALWAYS USED. 
mein Paokets, et 1d,, 5d, and 04, eect. It has the largest sale of any Dentifri 
PREPARED ONLY BY ee 
BLA y et msn ; 
TD Oy Recheck Sree, BLACKBURN? Sold.in 6d., 1s., and 1s, 6d. boxes. 
London Deptt: 1 and 2, Avernatux Avanuz, EO, s Psi! 
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PURE CONCENTRATED co iA. 


Prepared by a new and special scientific process, securing extreme solubittty, , 
and developing the finest favour of the Cocoa. 


SOLU BLE—EASILY DIGESTED—ECONOM ICAL. 


PR AH whe A a a Ms 


HALF A TEA-SPOONFUL IS SUFFICIENT 10 MAKE A CUP OF MOST DELICIOUS COCOA. 


DNL NEN OLE LS INS UY Tr F 


vrrvy, Lm ae rye a 
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TESTIMON LALS. 


Sir C. A. Camrnon, M.D., President of the Royal College 
of Surgeons, Ireland, &c.—‘‘I have never tasted Cocua that I 
like so well, and I strongly recommend it as a substitute for 
tea for young persons.” 


J. Wrsnants Orruznts, M.D.—‘“‘I find it the most agreeable 
beverage of the kind I have ever tasted, delicious both in flavour 
and odour, most wholesome and easy of digestion.” 


Dr. N. C. Warts, Coroner for the City off “T.. 
are innuinerable varieties of Cocos, but to my 
the best is ‘Fry's Pure Concentrated Cocoa,’ Uhre boon eg it 
myself for some time with manifest mt adiveintage.* . 


W. H. RB. Stamey, WD.—"I consider it'a very ‘ich delicious 
Cocoa. It is highly Concentrated, and therefore economical as a 
family faod. eS oe eS 
pac veces . 


- 


38 PRIZE MEDALS AWARDED TO 


J, S. FRY & SONS, BRISTOL, LONDON, AND SYDNEY, wsw., 


MAKERS TO THE QUEEN & PRINCE OF. WALES. 


Yo Be -careful to ask for “Fry’s Pure Concentrated Cocoa.” 
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Se Hevwoop, Deansgate and Ridgefield, Manchester and 1, Paternoster Buildings, London.— December 15, ~_ 
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